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STEERING COMMITTEE 

FEBRUARY 3, 2014 DRAFT MEETING MINUTES 
 

I. Welcome & Introductory Comments 

a. Meeting called to order by Rebecca Reuter at 1612.  In attendance: John Foster (BMA 

lead educator), Noam Gundle (BMA science educator), Greg Fiese (Social 

studies/History educator), Bob Diaz (HAL), Glory Frodesen (Golden Beaver), Mark 

Miller (alum parent, V5, retired CG), Raymond Eriksen (BHS alum), Brad Baker 

(parent), Jerry Hardin (CPA, BHS parent), and David Marshon (BHS alum). 

b. There were three minor corrections made to the January minutes and then they were 

approved at 1614.   

c. Industry news:  

i. No news was discussed. 

II. Treasurer’s Report 

a. Charlie was unable to attend the meeting, but he gave a financial report to Rebecca.  The 

Alliance for Education account has a balance of about $42,000. 

III. BMA Class Activities 

a. Noam reported that the Maui trip (17 Feb to 2 March) is coming up soon.  Noam said he 

is the final stages of planning with the parents that will be attending and assisting during 

the trip.  The students will be tasked with developing a science project during the trip.  

The students will be studying and experiencing Hawaiian history and culture, ecology, 

biodiversity, botanical gardens, ancient fish ponds, and going on a boat trip, using 

outrigger boats, and attend a Luau.  Noam stated that Darcy has been amazing with her 

support, ideas and assisting with organizing this trip.  Noam stated that the school has a 

reservation for next year at the Maui camp ground, which is south of Lahiana and hopes 

the students will be able to attend, but understands next year there will not be a February 

break.  Maybe next year’s trip will have to be shorter, so the students will miss less 

school.        

b. Noam discussed that for his oceanography class (12 students) he would like to take them 

to Deception Pass on a 3 day/2 night’s trip.  He is looking at a long weekend in May (15, 

16, & 17 are possible dates).  He as checked and found the cabins in the camp ground are 

already taken, but the camp ground is wide open; he is checking with the students about 

camping.  It was also discussed that the Sea Scout’s boat, the Propeller, would be 

available to transport and house the students and chaperones, but cars would still be 

needed to transport the students to the various beaches and areas that Noam wants to 

show the students.  Mark said the Propeller can handle 12 students and chaperones, as 

there are 24 bunks onboard, which allows for the men and women to sleep separately.  He 

said there are tenders on the vessel for bringing students to and from the shore.  Noam 

said he was going to think about the boat idea and talk to Mark separately about using the 

Propeller.  The Deception Pass area as an abundance of science and history topics for the 

students to explore and learn about.  He mentioned that Garfield has a similar trip, but his 
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students are not looking to piggy back with them.  He is hoping that this will become as 

an annual trip for the students.  Noam inquired about substitute teachers being paid by 

BMA and John Foster said yes the BMA funds can be used for this purpose.       

c. John mentioned that with regards to the NOAA funding that there is about $40,000 and at 

least half of this money has been allocated.  The money needs to be used by June 2014 or 

it will revert back to NOAA.  

d. John said his Maritime Survey class of Sophomores just finished their finals, which 

involved the various federal branches that regulate the marine industry and the Coast 

Guard/NOAA oil spill drill.   

e. John’s Juniors just finished navigation studies and now will be working on planning a 

kayak trip around Bainbridge Island.  The Bainbridge Island assignment will include 

plotting a course around the Island and the students need to consider the tides, currents, 

weather, legal overnight sites, island history, and protected areas for safe refuge.   

f. Greg shared that today he met for the first time his Sophomores for his American 

Government and Economics class.  

g. John’s Seniors are starting with their Operator of Uninspected Passenger Vessels 

(OPUV) course.  This curriculum will include charting, first aid, basic firefighting, basic 

navigation, Rules of the Road, and general deck skills.  The OPUV Coast Guard license 

is required for taking passengers for hire on a vessel that carries six or less passengers.  

The students will not receive a license, but will be able to take the license exam.  The 

Coast Guard requires 12 months of experience operating a boat in a geographical area 

before a person can take the OPUV license examination. 

h. John announced that three Seniors will be attending the Massachusetts, Maine and 

California Maritime Academies next year and that Doug Dixon has a former student 

working at the shipyard that will be returning to CMA next year.   

i. John mentioned that there are some students interested in attending the Tongue Point 

Seamanship program and they are being encouraged to fill out scholarship applications.   

Gerri mentioned that the Leif Erikson lodge has a $1,500 vocational training scholarship 

available.   

IV. Other Business 

a. Gloria asked for an update about the Maritime Skill Center (MSC) coming to Ballard 

High School.  The Career and Technical Education (CTE) program is part of the Seattle 

Public Schools and is responsible for the MSC implementation.  John said the MSC idea 

is still moving forward and the skill center would be in his classroom/laboratory and the 

wall separating his lab from the computer lab would be removed and the computer lab 

would be moved to another location.  The idea is that any Juniors or Seniors in the school 

district will be able to attend the skill center.  The CTE program has its own principal, 

who has been meeting with the BHS principal.    

b. There was much discussion about moving our monetary account from Alliance for 

Education to PTSA.  The Alliance for Education’s by-laws will not allow them to be 

involved in games of chance, as this is considered a form of gambling.  Our planned 

cruise raffle event is technically a form of gambling.  PTSA is a non-profit with 503(c) 

status.  Rebecca was meeting Mike Lemon (current President of PTSA) after this meeting 

to discuss the details of setting up an account with them.  Mike mentioned that he tried 

several years ago to set up an account with PTSA, but it was decided to stick with 

Alliance for Education at that time.  Jerri is going to be attending the PTSA meeting on 

13 February to see if they will accept our application for handling our funds and provide 

check writing privileges.  Jerri commented that PTSA handles the funds for various BHS 

academies and other specialized programs at BHS.  She mentioned that PTSA has a rule 
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that requires two persons to endorse a check, has insurance, files a tax return every year, 

they are audited, and that the Treasurer for PTSA must attend a Money Matters course.  

The PTSA Treasurer is available to write checks once a week, so requests need to be 

made ahead of time.  Gary wrote in an email to Rebecca that we need to consider 

carefully all aspects of moving our money from Alliance of Education to PTSA. 

c. Rebecca read a note from Charlie stating that because of personal reasons he will not be 

able to be involved in the BMA fund raising dinner as he has in the past.  It was generally 

acknowledged that Charlie and his wife have been great supporters of BMA and their 

assistance during the fund raising dinners was invaluable.  Raymond mentioned that we 

need to find a replacement for Charlie as he was instrumental in housing and keeping 

track of all the auction items and many other aspects of the fund raising dinner.  This will 

be discussed at the fundraising committee meeting on Feb. 28
th

. 

d. There was much discussion about our upcoming fund raising dinner and about how to 

manage the dinner invitations.  It was discussed that there should be a set number of free 

dinner tickets provided to the students with the understanding that they will not be 

allowed to bring extra friends, like last year.  Last year students brought extra friends, 

which displayed paying sponsors and at the last minute extra tables had to be set up.  It 

was decided that 30 free tickets will be provided to students and John was going to share 

with the students that there is only a limited amount of free tickets.  It was also discussed 

that parents of students will be able to purchase a discounted dinner ticket for $35.   

e. In addition we discussed the Sponsorship Table.  The Sponsorship Table was modified to 

include four levels; Captain $2500, Chief Engineer $1500, Mate $500, and Deckhand 

$250.  Each sponsorship level has different benefits; logo in auction catalog, logo on our 

website, logo on banners, and a thank you at our fund raising dinner. 

f. The use of the NOAA funds was discussed and it was noted that this money could be 

available to pay for the substitute teachers that will be required for the Maui trip, the 

catering for the fund raising dinner, ticket printing costs, and the rental fee for the hall.  

Brad said any leftover funds should be considered for class room supplies.   

g. Mark brought up that we need to be thinking about the audio-visual presentation for the 

auction dinner, as we had software issues last year.  Mark said that there was some good 

footage of the student’s activities during their day afloat, which was filmed by the V-5 

foundation.  At the fund raising dinner it would be great idea to show the audience the 

students learning and working on the V-5 as they handled fire hoses, practiced steering, 

learned about ECDIS, worked in the engineroom, and learned how to handle lines.   

h. Mark mentioned that the money raised at the V-5 event has been distributed and thank 

you letters have also gone out to the sponsors.   

i. At the end of the meeting Rebecca handed out our Bylaws of the Steering Committee and 

asked that we read them and think about Officers for next year.  Brad mentioned his wife 

may be interested in running for an office. 

j. Rebecca mentioned that the next fund raising committee meeting will be on 28 February 

2014 at the Ballard Annex Oyster House with a start time of 1530.   

k. Next meeting will be Monday 10 March 2014. 

V. Meeting adjourned at approximately 1730. 


