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STEERING COMMITTEE 

MARCH 10, 2014 DRAFT MEETING MINUTES 
 

I. Welcome & Introductory Comments 

a. Meeting called to order by Rebecca Reuter at 1611.  In attendance: John Foster (BMA 

lead educator), Noam Gundle (BMA science educator), Greg Fiese (Social 

studies/History educator), Bob Diaz (HAL), Charlie See (BHS Foundation), Gary 

Stauffer (YMTA), Brian Westerman (BHS Alum), Glory Frodesen (Golden Beaver), 

Mark Miller (alum parent, V5, retired CG), Nancy Hom (parent), Raymond Eriksen 

(BHS alum), Brad Baker (parent), Jerri Hardin, and David Marshon (BHS alum). 

b. Last month’s minutes were approved without any corrections. 

II. Treasurer’s Report 

a. Charlie provided a financial report that showed the Alliance for Education account has a 

balance of $41,700.11. 

III. BMA Class Activities 

a. Noam reported that is Biology class is currently studying energy related issues.  They 

are researching the carbon cycle and how it relates to climate, and students are 

calculating their own carbon footprint.  Students can go online and upload their carbon 

footprint and see on a world map carbon footprints from all over the world.  They will 

be examining why Sweden has a carbon footprint that is 1/3 that of the United States.  

In late April students will be studying the oceans.  They will look at waves, currents and 

tides and will be assigned independent projects.  Also during this time they will be 

discussing fisheries management in Alaska and will have a guest speaker from NOAA.   

b. Noam mentioned that is oceanography class is still planning a trip to Deception Pass for 

May 15, 16, and 17.  He has reserved two campsites, as the state park tends to fill up 

quickly.  He is asking for two parents to assist and is looking for one scientist to invite.  

The dates in May offer some good low tides, which will allow the students to examine 

the rocky tide pools for various invertebrates.  They will also visit Padilla Bay and 

check out the mud flats and possibly visit the Shannon Point Marine Center.  The 

Shannon Point Marine Center supports Western Washington University’s instructional 

and research programs in the marine sciences.   

c. Noam and John provided a summary of the Maui trip, which they described as a great 

success as the students got to experience and study the oceans, Hawaiian history and 

culture, and learned a little bit more about life.  Nobody got sick and everyone worked 

well together with their camp responsibilities.  The students hiked, went diving 

(including a night dive) and snorkeled, saw a Hammerhead shark, went on a boat trip 

and saw whales and dolphins, used outriggers and learned about the history of the first 

Polynesian settlers.  John showed us some of the great videos and pictures that were 

taken during the trip of the students snorkeling and diving, the dolphins from their boat 

trip, and the students paddling their outriggers.  He mentioned that the students had very 
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full days and there were no complaints when it was time to turn in at the end of the day.  

The students were required to keep a journal to get credit for their ecology class.  The 

journal was to include a general reflection of their experience and what they learned.  A 

student also set up a Facebook page, where any of the students could post their pictures 

or comments.       

d. Mark mentioned that the video and pictures from the Maui trip can be used to show 

sponsors what they are supporting.  Other discussions included selling the Maui trip as 

the capstone trip for the BMA students, use the video and pictures as a recruiting tool, 

and at our auction dinner have the video continually running as guests arrive.  

e. About 1/3 of the students on the Maui trip were BMA students.  BMA sponsored three 

students, PTSA sponsored one student and so did Doug’s shipyard.  

f. Noam mentioned that next year’s trip to Maui would be two days shorter because there 

is no school break, and the students wouldn’t be able to miss so many school days.   

g. Noam also discussed briefly some of the changes that are being considered at BHS due 

to budget cuts.  There is discussion that students would only be able to take one science 

class per year, where several students are now taking two.   

h. Greg highlighted that his students (about half our part of the BMA) are now studying 

World War I and the related aspects of this war.  

i. John said his Maritime Skills class has finished their navigation project and now 

moving to studying and building submersibles.  His Seniors are preparing for their 

Operator of Uninspected Passenger Vessel (OPUV) license test.  The students are 

studying navigation and charting, including cross-bearing fixes and set and drift. They 

will take the test in about 2 weeks.   

IV. Other Business 

a. Gloria asked for an update about the Maritime Skill Center (MSC) coming to Ballard 

High School.  The Career and Technical Education (CTE) program is part of the Seattle 

Public Schools and is responsible for the MSC implementation.  John said that soon 

they will begin removing the wall in his science room to expand the maritime space.  

John said his time will be split between the skill center and class room teaching.  He 

would be at the skill center in the morning and teach language art and science classes in 

the afternoon.  He also mentioned that discussions are in full swing about the high 

school’s budget and which classes will be cut.  John said that he has been approached to 

teach one maritime class instead of two.  Gary mentioned that some of the NOAA grant 

money could be used to fund John teaching a science class, but the money needs to be 

used by June 2014.  John said the Principal, Mr. Kevin Wynkoop is looking to cut the 

low attendance classes.  Gary stated that a strong letter needs to written to Kevin 

supporting BMA.  Kevin has not talked to the BMA steering committee about cutting 

maritime science classes.  Mark stated that vocational and college bound students are 

now taking the maritime classes.  The skill center will draw more students that are not 

college bound.  Gary mentioned that some vocational students do continue on to 

college.  It was mentioned that BMA would be eviscerated by limiting the students to 

one science class a year.  Rebecca asked that Gary and Mark draft a letter to Mr. 

Wynkoop that supports the skill center, but also keep BMA intact.  John said that Kevin 

and the budget committee are pushing for cuts.  Mark talked about providing support 

for BMA by all of us writing letters supporting BMA.  Jerri mentioned that we cannot 

wait until the next meeting because it would be too late.  Charlie stated that on March 

11
th

 at 1730 the executive committee was meeting to discuss the school’s budget.  

Charlie said he would be attending, as he has been an executive committee member for 
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12 years.  He said other BMA board members should attend as well.  Rebecca said that 

she and John would attend.  Rebecca asked that we email her our opinions and ideas 

about supporting BMA.          

b. Rebecca mentioned that in June we need to hold elections for the steering committee 

positions of Chair, Vice Chair, Secretary and Treasurer.  Rebecca said she would be 

honored to continue as Chair.   

c. Rebecca provided an update of her discussions with Mike Lemon, the president of the 

BHS PTSA.  She said the PTSA board agreed to hold the BMA funds and Mike Lemon 

drafted an MOU.  The MOU sparked several discussions.  Gary questioned item 6 of 

the MOU that has a time limit clause.  Item 6 states “This MOU will end upon the 

departure of the BHS PTSA President, the BMASC Chairman, or two years from the 

effective date of this MOU, whichever occurs first.”  Gary said the MOU should be for 

two years and not based on a person’s departure.   

i. Rebecca offered that we should spend down the Alliance money and deposit all 

new money with the PTSA.   

ii. Charlie asked how can the PTSA support holding a raffle when the Alliance said 

no.  Jerri explained that the PTSA could have two raffles a year, with the total 

revenue not being over $5,000 a year.  The PTSA Bash has always held a raffle 

to raise money.  Jerri also explained that the PTSA will not charge us for credit 

card fees when we use their credit card processing equipment, that we would 

probably need to purchase a raffle permit for $185, as the PTSA and BMA 

raffles would raise over $5,000 (can raise up to $10,000 before having to pay 

taxes), and that PTSA is completely separate from the school district.   

iii. Gary asked about item 7a) ii of the MOU, which states “a check is issued in that 

amount from the BMA SC to "BHS PTSA."”  He is concerned about the 

language as it seems to infer that all third party checks will need to be paid to 

the BHS PTSA.  Jerri mentioned that the MOU is a copy of the MOU PTSA has 

with the Biotech academy.  Gary mentioned that the agreement with Alliance for 

Education (AE) was established in 2000, that private money was placed with AE 

for holding, public money was sent to the Seattle School District, and early on a 

member of AE held a BMA steering committee seat and came to the board 

meetings.  Jerri mentioned many deposits will be from credit card deposits from 

our auction dinner and Rebecca asked for clarification on costs for the credit 

card deposits.   

iv. Mark asked about item 7a)iii of the MOU.  Item 7a)iii states, “either leave the 

check in the PTSA mail slot in the office, hand deliver the check to the BHS 

PTSA Treasurer, or mail the check to BHS PTSA, PO Box 17912, Seattle 

98127.”  Jerri said insert the word deposit for check and the above makes more 

sense.  

v. There was concern about the termination clause in item 8 of the MOU.  Item 8 

states, “If the terms of the MOU are not being fulfilled to the satisfaction of 

either the BMASC or BHS PTSA, the MOU will be terminated and the funds 

returned to the BMASC.”  It was suggested that in lieu of the above, there 

should be a 30 day termination clause, which would provide more time for both 

parties to work out the termination details.  

vi. Gary mentioned that the AE allowed John and Noam to request checks.  Item 

7b)i of the MOU states, “The BMASC Chair will send the PTSA President and 

Treasurer a dated memo or email with the payee, reimbursement amount and 
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where and when the reimbursement check will be left.”  Gary stated this sounds 

cumbersome and we should ask if this item could be rewritten to allow the BMA 

staff to request withdrawals.   

vii. Mark asked if the PTSA has administrative fees for holding and issuing our 

funds.  Jerri stated that the PTSA has no administrative fees and views these 

jobs as part of the responsibilities of the PTSA duties.  

viii. Rebecca stated that she will edit the MOU and send it to the steering committee 

members for comments.  

ix. It was asked if there was any interest issued for the money PTSA would hold for 

us.  Jerri mentioned if we do not want administrative fees, we should not ask for 

interest payments.  She also mentioned that we get to use their Maestro credit 

card software for free; there were costs for this service from AE.   

d. John mentioned he will be sending out an email to the BMA student’s parents asking 

for help with the auction dinner.  Some areas the parents could help with are set-up, 

marketing, and coordinating the Dessert Bash.  

e. Gary mentioned that YMTA will purchase the HAL cruise for the auction this year.  

f. A motion was made, seconded and approved to adjourn, so that we could go to Doug 

and Mary Anne’s house for the best ever meatloaf dinner.  

g. Next meeting will be Monday 7 April 2014. 

V. Meeting adjourned at 1730. 


